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Abstract 

"Wh�stleblow�ng," wh�ch can be def�ned as the exposure of uneth�cal/�llegal behav�ors �n 
bus�nesses through var�ous events, has become a current top�c related to eth�cs �n bus�nesses. 
Wh�stleblow�ng can be seen �n var�ous stud�es �n f�elds such as "healthcare management," 
"bus�ness," and "educat�on." Informat�on on stud�es exam�n�ng art�cles publ�shed �n peer-
rev�ewed journals �n the soc�al sc�ences and health l�terature prov�des �mportant �nformat�on to 
researchers. For th�s purpose, the method used �n th�s study �s b�bl�ometr�c network analys�s. 
Th�s method was chosen to reveal the current, past, and future trends of the f�eld by exam�n�ng 
publ�cat�on trends, keyword analyses, most c�ted f�elds, countr�es/�nst�tut�ons w�th the most 
publ�cat�ons through collaborat�on networks, and so on, �n global wh�stleblow�ng stud�es �n th�s 
f�eld �n healthcare organ�zat�ons. To answer the research quest�ons, a search was conducted �n 
the Scopus database on June 23, 2025, us�ng four keywords. B�bl�ograph�c data (6412 
publ�cat�ons: 4251 of wh�ch were art�cles, total�ng 1097 art�cles w�th �nclus�on cr�ter�a) obta�ned 
from the relevant database as a result of the search were analyzed us�ng the VOSv�ewer 
program. Consequently, th�s research w�ll gu�de future stud�es on wh�stleblow�ng �n the 
healthcare f�eld. 
 
Keywords: Wh�stleblow�ng, Eth�c, Bus�ness, Health, Healthcare Fac�l�t�es, B�bl�ometr�c 
Analys�s. 
 

Introduct�on 

Wh�stleblow�ng �s the act of �nform�ng someone who has access to �nformat�on w�th�n the 
organ�zat�on, even though �t �s not mandatory, to a person or �nst�tut�on outs�de the organ�zat�on 
w�th the author�ty to correct the �njust�ce, to d�sclose �nformat�on about a real or suspected 
�njust�ce or a s�gn�f�cant �llegal�ty w�th�n the organ�zat�on (Jubb, 1999; Cemaloglu & Akyurek, 
2017). Th�s act of d�sclosure, undertaken to el�m�nate or m�n�m�ze the �njust�ce, can be 
descr�bed as a consc�ent�ous act�on (Saygan & Beduk, 2013). 

Wh�stleblow�ng �s not merely a narrow eth�cal concern. On the contrary, �t �s a mult�faceted 
research area that �ntersects w�th organ�zat�onal behav�or, psychology, leadersh�p, and publ�c 
adm�n�strat�on stud�es at many po�nts (Jud�janto & W�fasar�, 2025). Wh�stleblow�ng, wh�ch has 
ga�ned momentum �n publ�c and pr�vate �nst�tut�ons and organ�zat�ons over the last decade 
(Bora & Ghergh�na, 2025), �s also referred to �n the l�terature as "Organ�zat�onal 
M�sconduct/Wrongdo�ngs" or "Pr�nc�pled Organ�zat�onal D�ssent" (Aktan, 2015). 

The �nd�v�duals who best understand uneth�cal behav�ors and act�v�t�es occurr�ng w�th�n a 
company (�nc�dents that threaten pat�ent safety, psycholog�cal harassment, and the product�on 
of products that are harmful to health) are the employees w�th�n the organ�zat�on (Saygan & 
Beduk, 2013). In healthcare �nst�tut�ons and organ�zat�ons, many experts from a w�de range of 
profess�ons work together.Wh�stleblow�ng kurumu ve toplumu tehd�t eden her türlü durumda 
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yapılab�l�r. Bununla b�rl�kte sağlık sektörü hatanın tolere ed�lemed�ğ� ve derhal düzelt�c� 
faal�yetler�n yapılması gereken kr�t�k b�r alandır (Ozer, 2021, p. 18). 

Th�s study was conducted us�ng b�bl�ometr�c analys�s to exam�ne stud�es on wh�stleblow�ng �n 
healthcare organ�zat�ons. In th�s context, the a�m �s to prov�de a general perspect�ve on the 
subject by conduct�ng a b�bl�ometr�c analys�s of academ�c publ�cat�ons on organ�zat�onal 
tox�c�ty �n the Scopus database. The results on the researched top�c are expected to create 
potent�al research opportun�t�es for future researchers and are �ntended to gu�de future research. 
Th�s study seeks answers to the follow�ng quest�ons us�ng the four keywords spec�f�ed �n the 
methodology sect�on of the study �n the Scopus database: 

• a. What �s the d�str�but�on of academ�c publ�cat�ons on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare 
organ�zat�ons by year? 

• b. What �s the d�str�but�on of academ�c publ�cat�ons on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare 
organ�zat�ons by publ�cat�on type? 

• c. What are the co-authorsh�p relat�onsh�ps that demonstrate collaborat�on among authors �n 
art�cles on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare organ�zat�ons? 

• d. What are the most c�ted authors and the�r c�tat�on relat�onsh�ps �n art�cles on wh�stleblow�ng 
�n healthcare organ�zat�ons? • e. What are the most c�ted countr�es and the�r c�tat�on l�nks �n 
art�cles on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare sett�ngs? 

• f. What are the most c�ted �nst�tut�ons and the�r c�tat�on l�nks �n art�cles on wh�stleblow�ng �n 
healthcare sett�ngs? 

• g. What are the most frequently used keywords �n art�cles on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare 
sett�ngs? 

• h. What �s the b�bl�ograph�c match�ng analys�s of art�cles on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare 
sett�ngs? 

• �. What are the b�bl�ograph�c match�ng l�nks of authors �n art�cles on wh�stleblow�ng �n 
healthcare sett�ngs? 

• �. What �s the co-c�tat�on analys�s of authors �n art�cles on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare 
sett�ngs? 

Th�s research also a�ms to prov�de a gu�d�ng framework for future research by reveal�ng the 
development process of academ�c stud�es on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare fac�l�t�es through a 
b�bl�ometr�c analys�s conducted �n l�ne w�th these research quest�ons. 

There are many stud�es on wh�stleblow�ng �n the l�terature (e.g.: Atay, Gonul & Yasar, 2025; 
Z�mmermann, 2025; Schmolke & Ut�kal, 2025; Lafleur, Hasso & Barbera, 2025 etc.). The 
number of stud�es on wh�stleblow�ng �n the f�eld of healthcare �s more l�m�ted. It can be sa�d 
that stud�es on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare are generally prepared �n the form of rev�ew art�cles 
that a�m to prov�de �nformat�on on the subject and do not �nclude any research or �n the form of 
research art�cles us�ng the survey method (e.g.: Bora & Ghergh�na, 2025; El-Gazar et al., 2024; 
F�l�z & Blenk�nsopp, 2025; Abdelrahman, Nashwan & El-Boudy, 2025). The number of stud�es 
�nvest�gat�ng the subject of wh�stleblow�ng �n bus�nesses through b�bl�ometr�c analys�s �s qu�te 
l�m�ted (e.g.: Jud�janto & W�fasar�, 2025); Research �nvolv�ng b�bl�ometr�c analys�s on 
wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare sett�ngs was relat�vely scarce at the t�me of th�s study. Th�s study 
�s un�que �n that �t uses a b�bl�ometr�c analys�s method to exam�ne publ�cat�ons on 
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wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare ava�lable �n the Scopus database at the t�me of the study, us�ng 
four keywords �n the method sect�on. 

METHOD 

Th�s study a�med to conduct an �n-depth exam�nat�on of stud�es on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare 
us�ng b�bl�ometr�c analys�s. Th�s study f�rst �ncluded relevant l�terature, followed by the study's 
methodology, f�nd�ngs, d�scuss�on, and conclus�on sect�ons. The study followed three stages: 
plann�ng, �mplementat�on, and results analys�s for the rev�ew of relevant publ�cat�ons (Park and 
McK�ll�gan, 2018; c�ted �n: Yılmaz, 2024). 

The research methodology employed b�bl�ometr�c analys�s. Accord�ng to Donthu (2021), 
b�bl�ometr�c analys�s �s a h�ghly popular method for analyz�ng large volumes of sc�ent�f�c data 
and �s also a def�n�t�ve method (Donthu et al., 2021). Many tools are ava�lable for b�bl�ometr�c 
analys�s, �nclud�ng C�teSpace, H�stC�te, and the R B�bl�ometr�x package. Among these, 
V�sual�zat�on of S�m�lar�t�es V�ewer (VOSv�ewer) �s becom�ng popular �n b�bl�ometr�c stud�es 
w�th �ts v�sual�zat�on capab�l�t�es and usab�l�ty �n load�ng and export�ng �nformat�on from many 
sources to create and v�sual�ze maps based on network data (C�ted by: Konu Kad�rhanogulları 
and Kose, 2023). 

The Scopus database was used w�th�n the scope of the research. The reason for retr�ev�ng the 
academ�c publ�cat�ons �n the study solely from the Scopus database �s to prevent re-evaluat�on 
of the same stud�es that ex�st �n d�fferent databases alongs�de the Scopus database. Furthermore, 
Alshar�f, Salleh, and Baharun (2020) stated that Scopus �s cons�dered the largest abstract and 
c�tat�on database cover�ng a w�de range of top�cs. Therefore, the Scopus database perhaps 
covers more top�cs than those found �n the Web of Sc�ence (WOS) (Alshar�f, Salleh, and 
Baharun, 2020). The cho�ce of the Scopus database for th�s study �s also an �mportant factor �n 
terms of the rel�ab�l�ty of th�s research. The past, present, and future of the stud�es �n the 
l�terature on the subject were v�sual�zed from a hol�st�c perspect�ve. Academ�c publ�cat�ons 
prepared on the relevant top�c but not openly access�ble const�tute a l�m�tat�on of the study. In 
th�s context, a search was conducted �n the Scopus database on 23.06.2025 w�th the keywords 
“wh�stleblow�ng”, “wh�stle-blow�ng”, “health” and “hosp�tal”. 

In the Scopus database, a search was conducted by select�ng the “all f�elds” sect�on on the 
relevant date on the subject (ALL (“wh�stleblow�ng”) OR ALL (“wh�stle-blow�ng”) AND 
ALL(“health”) OR ALL (“hosp�tal”)), 6412 documents were obta�ned. When l�m�t�ng the 
document type, “research art�cle” content was selected, and a total of 4251 art�cles were 
reached. The art�cles obta�ned as a result of the search were l�m�ted by subject area. In th�s 
context, the subject l�m�tat�on was only made w�th Soc�al Sc�ences (1812 art�cles), Bus�ness, 
Management & Account�ng (1463 art�cles), Med�c�ne (913 art�cles), Nurs�ng 520 and Health 
Profess�ons (60 art�cles). The reason for �nclud�ng the f�elds of Soc�al Sc�ences and Bus�ness, 
Management & Account�ng �n the study on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare �nst�tut�ons or �n 
healthcare �s that the subject of wh�stleblow�ng �s also frequently stud�ed �n the soc�al sc�ences 
(�nclud�ng �n the f�eld of “health management”). Th�s resulted �n a total of 3676 art�cles (not 
4768, as stud�es were marked as belong�ng to more than one f�eld). Of these 3676 art�cles, 3597 
(97.8%) were wr�tten �n Engl�sh, 22 �n Span�sh, 15 �n German, and the rema�nder �n other 
languages. Therefore, the search was l�m�ted to Engl�sh, y�eld�ng 3597 art�cles. The search was 
then l�m�ted to 1097 art�cles w�th "all open access" access. 

In short, a total of 1097 art�cles retr�eved from the Scopus database us�ng relevant keywords 
were analyzed us�ng VOSv�ewer software, and the f�nd�ngs from th�s analys�s are presented 
below. F�gure 1 shows the d�str�but�on of 6412 publ�cat�ons on the top�c, and F�gure 2 shows 
the d�str�but�on of 1097 research art�cles on the top�c by year. 
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F�gure 1. D�str�but�on of All Documents (N=6412) Related to the Top�c by Year 

F�gure 1 shows that the years w�th the h�ghest number of publ�cat�ons on the top�c were, �n 
order, 2024 (729), 2023 (556), 2025 (540), 2022 (518), 2021 (406), 2020 (381), 2018 (274), 
2019 (271), 2013 (249), 2017 (248), 2014 (230), 2016 (215), 2015 (210), 2012 (188), and 2009 
(152).

 

F�gure 2. D�str�but�on of Research Art�cles on the Subject (N=1097) by Year 

In Figure 2, the years with the highest number of research articles on the topic are, in order, 
2024 (207), 2023 (162), 2022 (150), 2021 (101), and even though the year is not yet over, 
2025 (84), 2020 (83), 2019 (55), 2018 (36), 2017 (29), 2016 (27), 2014 (21), 2015 (20), 2013 
(19), 2010 (15), and 2009 (13). 

Analyzing Figures 1 and 2, it can be observed that the number of publications on 
whistleblowing in healthcare in the Scopus database and the number of research articles 
among these publications increased in 2021 and beyond. Table 1 shows the distribution of 
6,412 publications on the topic by type. 

Table 1. Distribution of Documents on the Topic (N=6412) by Type 

Document Type N (%) 
Art�cle 4251 66,3 
Book 608 9,5 
Book Chapter   502 7,8 
Rev�ew 426 6,6 
Note 222 3,5 
Editor�al 140 2,2 
Conference Paper 122 1,9 
Letter 90 1,4 
Short survey 43 0,7 
Erratum 5 0,1 
Retracted 2 0 
Conference Rev�ew 1 0 
Total 6412 100 
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Table 1 shows a total of 6412 documents in the Scopus database on whistleblowing in 
healthcare facilities. 66.3% are research articles, 9.5% are books, 7.8% are book chapters, 6.6% 
are review articles, and the remaining 9.8% are other types of publications (conference 
proceedings, notes, editorials, short surveys, erratums, and retractions). 

FINDINGS 

The research findings are as follows: 

Co-authorsh�p Authors 

Accord�ng to the co-authorsh�p analys�s of the authors, a network map was created by 

determ�n�ng the cr�ter�a of at least one publ�cat�on and at least one c�tat�on to �dent�fy the most 

connected and collaborat�ng authors. Accord�ng to the analys�s conducted among the authors 

w�th the h�ghest connect�ons, a total of 757 clusters, 5491 connect�ons, and a total connect�on 

strength of 5911 were �dent�f�ed (based on the analys�s conducted w�th 2861 �nd�v�duals). The 

authors w�th the most documents (art�cles) are, respect�vely, Ngah, A. H. (9) and Yang, W. (9); 

Mann�on, R. (7) and D�xon-woods, M. (7); Jackson, D. E. (7); Reader, K. M. (7), and Kenny, 

K. M. (7). It �s also observed that the most c�ted authors (Pappas, I. O. and Woods�de, A. G., 

each w�th 1404 c�tat�ons; Omar, B. w�th 604 c�tat�ons; and Apuke, O. D. w�th 603 c�tat�ons) are 

not the most connected authors. The most connected authors are, �n order, Mann�on, R. (total 

l�nk strength 39), L�u, J. (total l�nk strength 36), Sh�, Q. (total l�nk strength 36), Wu, Q. (total 

l�nk strength 36), Xu, J. (total l�nk strength 36), Zhang, H. (total l�nk strength 36), and Zhang, 

T. (total l�nk strength 36). The second-h�ghest author w�th the most documents on the top�c was 

found to have the h�ghest l�nk strength. F�gure 3 shows the �nternat�onal network of co-author 

t�es on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare sett�ngs. 

 

F�gure 3. Co-Author T�es Show�ng Collaborat�on Between AuthorsC�tat�on of Authors  
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To �dent�fy c�tat�on networks, a network map was generated for author c�tat�on analys�s us�ng 

the cr�ter�a of at least one publ�cat�on and at least one c�tat�on. Based on the analys�s conducted 

w�th 2861 �nterconnected works, 757 clusters, 5491 connect�ons, and a total connect�on strength 

of 5911 were obta�ned. The most c�ted authors were Pappas, I. O., and Woods�de, A. G. w�th 

1404 c�tat�ons each; Omar, B. w�th 604 c�tat�ons; and Apuke, O. D. w�th 603 c�tat�ons. 

Add�t�onally, the authors w�th the h�ghest number of c�tat�ons were Leroy H. I. (590), Sp�cer, 

A. (505), and Vadera, A. K. (490), respect�vely. F�gure 4 shows the c�tat�on network of authors 

on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare sett�ngs �nternat�onally. 

 

F�gure 4. Authors' C�tat�on L�nks 

C�tat�on of Countr�es 

To create a network map of publ�cat�on c�tat�ons based on the�r country of or�g�n, an analys�s 

was conducted on 88 �nterconnected observat�on un�ts, us�ng the cr�ter�a that a country must 

publ�sh at least one work and rece�ve one c�tat�on. 88 clusters and zero connect�ons were 

�dent�f�ed. The most c�ted countr�es were the Un�ted K�ngdom (6,480 c�tat�ons), the Un�ted 

States (USA, 6,456 c�tat�ons), Austral�a (2,578 c�tat�ons), and Norway (2,513 c�tat�ons). The 

rank�ngs for number of publ�cat�ons were the Un�ted K�ngdom (297 publ�cat�ons), the USA 

(169 publ�cat�ons), Austral�a (104 publ�cat�ons), and Ch�na (99 publ�cat�ons). F�gure 5 shows 

the �nternat�onal research network on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare sett�ngs. 

LIBERTE JOURNAL (ISSN:0024-2020) VOLUME 13 ISSUE 8 2025

PAGE NO: 452



 

F�gure 5. C�tat�on L�nks of Countr�es 

C�tat�on of Organ�zat�ons 

To create a network map of �nter-�nst�tut�onal c�tat�ons, an analys�s was conducted on 193 

observat�on un�ts w�th �nter-related relat�onsh�ps, based on the cr�ter�a that an �nst�tut�on must 

have publ�shed at least three publ�cat�ons and rece�ve three c�tat�ons. 193 clusters and zero 

connect�ons were �dent�f�ed. The Un�vers�ty of Manchester, Un�ted K�ngdom, and the 

Un�vers�ty of B�rm�ngham, Un�ted K�ngdom, were each represented w�th 15 publ�cat�ons; the 

Un�vers�ty of Le�cester, Un�ted K�ngdom, w�th 14 publ�cat�ons; and the Un�vers�ty of 

Technology Sydney, Austral�a, w�th 13 publ�cat�ons. Furthermore, the �nst�tut�ons w�th the most 

c�ted publ�cat�ons were Boston College (USA) w�th 1,723 c�tat�ons, Norges Tekn�sk-

Naturv�tentenskapel�gee Un�vers�tet (Norway) w�th 1,512 c�tat�ons, Erasmus Un�vers�ty 

Rotterdam School of Management (Netherland) w�th 985 c�tat�ons, and the Un�vers�ty of 

Technology Sydney (Austral�a) w�th 675 c�tat�ons. F�gure 3 shows the �nternat�onal c�tat�on 

network of �nst�tut�ons on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare sett�ngs. 
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F�gure 6. C�tat�on L�nks of Inst�tut�ons 

Co-occurence of All Keywords 

When exam�n�ng the most frequently used keywords �n publ�cat�ons about wh�stleblow�ng �n 
healthcare fac�l�t�es, the most common terms were "human" (358 occurrences), "humans" (263), 
"art�cle" (246), "female" (146), "male" (144), "wh�stleblow�ng" (141), "adult" (139), and "eth�c" 
(86 occurrences). In terms of total l�nk strength, the strongest terms �ncluded "human" (6094 
occurrences), "humans" (4840), "art�cle" (4425), "female" (3137), "male" (3077), "adult" 
(2973), and "wh�stleblow�ng" (1709 occurrences). The analys�s, conducted w�th 849 
observat�on un�ts that appeared at least three t�mes and were related to each other, y�elded a 
total of 10 clusters, 35511 connect�ons, and 68929 total l�nk strengths. F�gure 7 shows the most 
frequently used keyword network �nternat�onally on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare bus�nesses; 
F�gure 8 shows the most frequently used keywords on the subject by year. 

 

F�gure 7. Most Frequently Used Keyword L�nks 
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F�gure 8. Most Frequently Used Keywords by Year 

F�gure 8 shows the keywords frequently used �n healthcare bus�nesses regard�ng 
wh�stleblow�ng �n recent years (2022 and later) �n yellow. Accord�ngly, the most frequently 
used keywords related to the top�c after 2022 are "Cov�d-19" (53), "Ch�na" (48), "susta�nab�l�ty" 
(27), eth�cal leadersh�p (20), "healthcare" (19), "eth�cal cl�mate" and "soc�al med�a" (12); and 
"art�f�c�al ıntell�gence" (8). 

B�bl�ograph�c Coupl�ng of Documents 

C�t�ng a common work c�ted by two �ndependent sources �s called a "b�bl�ograph�c match" 
(Ateşç� & D�r�k, 2024). Based on the analys�s conducted w�th 962 l�nked works, selected based 
on the cr�ter�on of hav�ng rece�ved at least one c�tat�on, 342 clusters, 3019 l�nks, and a total l�nk 
strength of 3424 were obta�ned. The publ�cat�ons w�th the h�ghest b�bl�ograph�c matches were 
Papas (2021) w�th 1404 c�tat�ons, Apuke (2021b) w�th 531 c�tat�ons, and Lemo�ne (2019) w�th 
424 c�tat�ons. The works w�th the h�ghest total l�nk strength were Gupta (2020) w�th a total l�nk 
strength of 66, Kapte�n (2022) w�th a total l�nk strength of 60, and Antoh (2024) w�th a total 
l�nk strength of 59. F�gure 9 shows the b�bl�ograph�c match t�es of �nternat�onal stud�es on 
wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare fac�l�t�es. 

 

F�gure 9. B�bl�ograph�c Match�ng L�nks of Stud�es 
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Based on the analys�s conducted w�th 1925 l�nked ent�t�es, selected based on the cr�ter�a of 
hav�ng publ�shed at least one work and rece�ved one c�tat�on, 48 clusters, 34734 l�nks, and a 
total l�nk strength of 78406 were obta�ned. The author w�th the most b�bl�ograph�c matches was 
Ngah, A. H., w�th 9 works, 142 c�tat�ons, and a total l�nk strength of 472. F�gure 10 shows the 
b�bl�ograph�c match t�es of authors on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare sett�ngs �nternat�onally. 

 

F�gure 10. Authors' B�bl�ograph�c Match�ng L�nks 

Co-c�tat�on of Co-authors 

D�fferent sources c�ted �n a publ�cat�on are def�ned as co-c�tat�ons (Ateşc� and D�r�k, 2024). 
Based on the analys�s conducted on 71 un�ts w�th a m�n�mum of 10 c�tat�ons, a total of 9 clusters, 
460 connect�ons, and a total connect�on strength of 1465 were �dent�f�ed. The most co-c�ted 
authors were Anderson (66), Bmj (52), Aqu�no (42), and Karl, F. (42). F�gure 11 shows the l�nks 
between �nternat�onally co-c�ted authors on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare sett�ngs. 

 

F�gure 11. L�nks Between Co-C�ted Authors 

LIBERTE JOURNAL (ISSN:0024-2020) VOLUME 13 ISSUE 8 2025

PAGE NO: 456



DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Wh�stleblow�ng �s a prom�nent top�c �n soc�al sc�ences, healthcare, and educat�on. Th�s study 
presents a comprehens�ve b�bl�ometr�c analys�s of academ�c publ�cat�ons on wh�stleblow�ng �n 
the context of healthcare �nst�tut�ons. Us�ng data from the Scopus database spann�ng the years 
1993-2025, a total of 1097 art�cles were analyzed us�ng the VOSv�ewer program to �dent�fy 
patterns �n c�tat�on and authorsh�p aff�l�at�ons, collaborat�on networks, and keyword trends. The 
results of the study can be summar�zed as follows: 

It was concluded that the number of stud�es on wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare fac�l�t�es has 
�ncreased �n recent years (espec�ally s�nce 2021), result�ng �n �ncreased research �nterest �n th�s 
top�c. Furthermore, �t was determ�ned that the most publ�shed publ�cat�ons on the subject �n 
Scopus are art�cles, and the most c�ted countr�es are the Un�ted K�ngdom, the U.S.A., Austral�a, 
and Norway, respect�vely. The authors w�th the most publ�shed art�cles on the subject are Ngah, 
A. H., and Yang, W. (9), w�th 9 art�cles each. The most c�ted authors are Pappas, I. O., and 
Woods�de, A. G, w�th 1,404 c�tat�ons each. 

Th�s study also found that the most frequently used keywords �n publ�cat�ons �n the relevant 
database on the subject are "human," "humans," "art�cle," "female," "male," "wh�stleblow�ng," 
"adult," and "eth�cs," respect�vely. It has been determ�ned that frequently used keywords on the 
subject �n recent years (2022 and beyond) have undergone changes, tak�ng the form of "cov�d-
19," "Ch�na," "susta�nab�l�ty," eth�cal leadersh�p, "healthcare," "eth�cal cl�mate," "soc�al 
med�a," and "art�f�c�al �ntell�gence." Th�s change reflects the broaden�ng of authors' 
perspect�ves and methodolog�es on the subject �n 2022 and beyond. 

The number of stud�es �n the l�terature that �nclude b�bl�ometr�c analys�s on wh�stleblow�ng and 
wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare organ�zat�ons �s qu�te l�m�ted. Jud�janto & W�fasar� (2025), �n 
the�r b�bl�ometr�c analys�s of stud�es �n the Scopus database on wh�stleblow�ng �ntent�on �n the 
context of corporate governance and bus�ness eth�cs, determ�ned that the most frequently used 
keywords �n the publ�cat�ons �n the database were "wh�stleblow�ng," "fraud," "moral�ty," 
"eth�cal dec�s�on mak�ng," and "�nterpersonal commun�cat�on," respect�vely. The d�fference 
between Jud�janto & W�fasar�'s (2025) study and th�s study �n terms of the most frequently used 
keywords on wh�stleblow�ng stems from the fact that the stud�es were conducted �n d�fferent 
f�elds (th�s study �nvest�gates wh�stleblow�ng �n healthcare organ�zat�ons, wh�le the other �s a 
general study). 

Jud�janto & W�fasar� (2025) also found that the countr�es w�th the h�ghest "publ�cat�ons" on 
research top�cs were, �n order, the Un�ted States, Braz�l, Ireland, and the Un�ted K�ngdom. In 
th�s study, the countr�es w�th the h�ghest number of publ�cat�ons (authors), �n order, were the 
Un�ted K�ngdom, the Un�ted States, Austral�a, and Ch�na. The common �nclus�on of the Un�ted 
States and the Un�ted K�ngdom �n both stud�es may reflect the nearly s�m�lar results obta�ned. 

All th�s �nformat�on w�ll be useful for gu�d�ng future researchers on th�s top�c (for example, the 
keywords researchers use can gu�de those conduct�ng research on th�s top�c). Th�s study 
prov�des strateg�c �ns�ghts for academ�cs, pract�t�oners, and pol�cymakers by �dent�fy�ng future 
research opportun�t�es to strengthen wh�stleblow�ng mechan�sms and eth�cal dec�s�on-mak�ng 
�n healthcare �nst�tut�ons. 
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