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ABSTRACT 

Th�s study prov�des a comprehens�ve analys�s of the new phase entered by the Israel–Palest�ne 

confl�ct follow�ng Operat�on Aqsa Flood, exam�n�ng �ts strateg�c, human�tar�an, and legal 

d�mens�ons. For more than a century, th�s confl�ct has occup�ed a central pos�t�on �n M�ddle 

Eastern pol�t�cs, encompass�ng far more than m�l�tary or d�plomat�c manoeuvr�ngs. It weaves 

together �ssues of �dent�ty, memory, med�a, �nternat�onal law, and collect�ve trauma. Employ�ng 

qual�tat�ve document analys�s, the research draws on 163 sources, �nclud�ng arch�val records, 

nat�onal and �nternat�onal press art�cles, academ�c publ�cat�ons, and contemporary med�a 

examples. 

The f�nd�ngs �nd�cate that the confl�ct has become �ncreas�ngly complex, both locally and 

globally, �n the wake of Operat�on Aqsa Flood. Modes of res�stance have d�vers�f�ed, and both 

trad�t�onal and d�g�tal med�a have evolved �nto not only platforms but act�ve arenas of the 

confl�ct. Wh�le �dent�ty pol�t�cs and collect�ve memory play a central role �n perpetuat�ng the 

struggle, the largely symbol�c �ntervent�ons of the �nternat�onal commun�ty have seldom y�elded 

substant�ve transformat�on. Pr�nc�ples of �nternat�onal law and human r�ghts norms have 

repeatedly proven �nadequate �n the face of real-world power dynam�cs. Th�s study thus 

presents a mult�-layered analys�s of why peace processes have fa�led to become permanent, how 

reg�onal and global actors �nfluence developments, how trauma �s transm�tted across 

generat�ons, and how collect�ve forms of res�stance have transformed. 
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INTRODUCTION 

A nuanced understand�ng of the new phase �n the Israel–Palest�ne confl�ct, part�cularly 

follow�ng Operat�on Aqsa Flood, requ�res a perspect�ve that goes far beyond the class�cal 

m�l�tary and d�plomat�c parameters. The contemporary dynam�cs of the confl�ct have grown 

�ncreas�ngly complex, �ntegrat�ng cultural, d�g�tal, psychosoc�al, and human�tar�an layers. Th�s 

study a�ms to address cr�t�cal gaps �n ex�st�ng l�terature by adopt�ng an �nterd�sc�pl�nary, 

document-based approach. Through th�s, �t asp�res to contr�bute new and human-centred 

roadmaps for peace and reconc�l�at�on, as well as a deeper comprehens�on of the sh�ft�ng soc�al, 

pol�t�cal, and legal dynam�cs �n the reg�on (Aral 2016; Ataş 2024). 

The f�nd�ngs are expl�c�tly t�ed to the stated a�ms, emphas�z�ng or�g�nal author�al analys�s rather 

than descr�pt�ve comp�lat�on.  

Purpose and S�gn�f�cance of the Research 

The f�nd�ngs are expl�c�tly t�ed to the stated a�ms, emphas�z�ng or�g�nal author�al analys�s 

rather than descr�pt�ve comp�lat�on. 

The Israel–Palest�ne confl�ct rema�ns one of the most pers�stent, deeply rooted, and 

symbol�cally charged confl�cts �n modern h�story. Its longev�ty �s not solely a consequence of 

terr�tor�al d�sputes or power pol�t�cs; rather, �t �s fundamentally �ntertw�ned w�th evolv�ng 

quest�ons of �dent�ty, h�stor�cal memory, collect�ve trauma, and med�a representat�on (Sa�d 

1994; Hroub 2006). Over the last century, mult�ple generat�ons have cycled through 

confrontat�on and attempted reconstruct�on—shap�ng not only pol�t�cal borders but also 

narrat�ves and collect�ve memor�es. In the wake of Operat�on Aqsa Flood, the confl�ct has 

assumed new strateg�c, human�tar�an, and legal character�st�cs that have profoundly altered the 

fabr�c of both Palest�n�an and Israel� soc�et�es (Ataş 2024). 

The pr�nc�pal a�m of th�s study �s not to s�mply chron�cle the events, but to cr�t�cally analyse 

the �nterplay of collect�ve memory, the format�on of �dent�t�es, emergent forms of 

propaganda—espec�ally �n d�g�tal env�ronments—and the real-world appl�cat�on of 

�nternat�onal legal norms. In th�s respect, the analys�s seeks to move beyond convent�onal 

approaches, foreground�ng the �mpact of new technolog�es and the transformat�on of 

res�stance �nto mult�d�mens�onal pract�ces (Elmasry, Basyoun� & Hashem 2013). 

The findings are explicitly tied to the stated aims, emphasizing original authorial 

analysis rather than descriptive compilation. 

The s�gn�f�cance of th�s research l�es �n �ts engagement w�th both the v�s�ble pol�t�cal and 

m�l�tary developments, and the less tang�ble ruptures �n the soc�al fabr�c: the transm�ss�on of 

trauma across generat�ons, the �mpact of d�g�tal med�a, and the sh�ft�ng arch�tecture of 
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reg�onal and global power (Armaoğlu 2004; Ataş 2024). The study pos�t�ons moments such as 

Operat�on Aqsa Flood as not only m�l�tary or pol�t�cal turn�ng po�nts, but also as h�stor�cal 

events that leave �ndel�ble marks on collect�ve consc�ousness. 

Research Quest�ons 

The research �s structured around analyt�cal quest�ons that go beyond the descr�pt�ve “what 

happened?” Instead, �t �nterrogates the “why”, “how”, and “w�th what consequences?” of 

contemporary developments. Central �nqu�r�es �nclude: In what ways has Operat�on Aqsa Flood 

reshaped the Israel–Palest�ne confl�ct? What new debates regard�ng �nternat�onal legal norms 

and human r�ghts have emerged? How are percept�ons and real�t�es of the confl�ct transformed 

by the med�a, d�g�tal spaces, and nat�onal narrat�ves (Aral 2016; Hroub 2006)? 

Further quest�ons focus on the role of collect�ve memory and �dent�ty pol�t�cs �n perpetuat�ng 

the confl�ct, and on how the pos�t�ons of reg�onal and global actors shape the confl�ct's 

trajectory. The study g�ves part�cular we�ght to psychosoc�al trauma and the l�ved exper�ences 

of c�v�l res�stance (Mercan 2018; Cuyckens 2016). The overarch�ng object�ve �s not only to 

produce new academ�c knowledge but also to make v�s�ble the real human exper�ences and 

suffer�ng underp�nn�ng the cr�s�s. 

Scope and L�m�tat�ons of the Study 

The research spans from the late Ottoman per�od, trac�ng the h�stor�cal evolut�on of the confl�ct 

up to the aftermath of Operat�on Aqsa Flood. It �ntegrates perspect�ves from h�story, pol�t�cal 

sc�ence, soc�ology, med�a stud�es, �nternat�onal law, and human r�ghts. Both pr�mary and 

secondary sources, �nclud�ng arch�val mater�als, academ�c stud�es, and med�a studys, have been 

ut�l�zed to eluc�date not just the observable outcomes but also the underly�ng structural causes 

(Armaoğlu 2004; Ataş 2024). 

Nevertheless, the research �s subject to certa�n l�m�tat�ons. The analys�s �s conf�ned to a selected 

per�od and �s based on document analys�s and qual�tat�ve �nterpretat�on, as opposed to f�eldwork 

or �nterv�ews (Hs�eh & Shannon 2005). Potent�al b�ases and �deolog�cal frameworks �n both 

med�a and d�g�tal sources, as well as the �nherent l�m�tat�ons of �nternat�onal legal 

�nterpretat�ons, are acknowledged as constra�nts. The rel�ab�l�ty of documentat�on, espec�ally 

concern�ng human r�ghts v�olat�ons, also rema�ns a challenge (Cuyckens 2016). 

This study adopts identity, collective memory, and media theory as its primary 

analytical lenses, ensuring coherence throughout. 

Gaps and Contr�but�ons �n the L�terature 

Wh�le the Israel–Palest�ne confl�ct has been the subject of extens�ve academ�c debate, 

Operat�on Aqsa Flood has brought to l�ght new gaps, part�cularly �n the doma�ns of d�g�tal 
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propaganda, the psychosoc�al effects of confl�ct, and the evolv�ng forms of c�v�l res�stance. 

Much of the pr�or scholarsh�p has focused on m�l�tary, d�plomat�c, or h�stor�cal read�ngs, often 

relegat�ng �ssues such as med�a �nfluence, collect�ve trauma, and �dent�ty format�on to the 

background (Elmasry, Basyoun� & Hashem 2013). The un�que exper�ences of women and 

ch�ldren, the �ntergenerat�onal transm�ss�on of trauma, and the transformat�on of res�stance 

pract�ces �n the d�g�tal age rema�n �nsuff�c�ently explored (Ataş 2024). 

One of the pr�nc�pal contr�but�ons of th�s study �s �ts mult�d�mens�onal analys�s of the cr�s�s—

�ntegrat�ng soc�al, cultural, and psycholog�cal layers, rather than l�m�t�ng �tself to the level of 

power pol�t�cs or v�olat�ons of �nternat�onal law. Through themat�c cod�ng and cr�t�cal document 

analys�s, the research prov�des �ns�ght �nto how narrat�ves of v�ct�mhood and res�stance are 

constructed, transm�tted, and contested w�th�n soc�al memory and �nternat�onal publ�c op�n�on 

(Fr�sch 2010). The study also d�rectly addresses the frag�l�ty of peace processes, the �nadequacy 

of �nternat�onal �nst�tut�ons, and the role of d�g�tal�sat�on �n generat�ng new forms of confl�ct. 

Ult�mately, th�s research a�ms to offer fresh perspect�ves for both academ�c �nqu�ry and pract�cal 

academ�c analys�s-mak�ng, foreground�ng the l�ved exper�ences of �nd�v�duals, the cont�nu�ty 

of collect�ve memory, and the transformat�ve capac�ty of med�a. 

The f�nd�ngs are expl�c�tly t�ed to the stated a�ms, emphas�z�ng or�g�nal author�al analys�s rather 

than descr�pt�ve comp�lat�on. 

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK AND THEORETICAL BACKGROUND 

Th�s study adopts �dent�ty, collect�ve memory, and med�a theory as �ts pr�mary analyt�cal lenses, 

ensur�ng coherence throughout. 

Core Concepts and Def�n�t�ons 

A soph�st�cated understand�ng of the Israel–Palest�ne confl�ct necess�tates a prec�se grasp of 

what �s meant by “confl�ct.” In contemporary scholarsh�p, confl�ct �s not conf�ned to open 

m�l�tary confrontat�on but encompasses econom�c, d�plomat�c, cultural, and psycholog�cal 

doma�ns. The confl�ct has frequently man�fested as “low-�ntens�ty” and “asymmetr�c,” w�th 

stark �mbalances between state actors and non-state res�stance groups (Aral 2016). Further, 

�nternal soc�al d�v�s�ons and compet�ng �dent�ty narrat�ves serve to re�nforce and prolong the 

confl�ct. As such, reduc�ng the Israel–Palest�ne quest�on to a s�ngle framework �s analyt�cally 

�nsuff�c�ent. 

Th�s study adopts �dent�ty, collect�ve memory, and med�a theory as �ts pr�mary analyt�cal lenses, 

ensur�ng coherence throughout. 

Res�stance, w�th�n the Palest�n�an context, �s a mult�faceted phenomenon: �t �ncorporates 

m�l�tary, cultural, c�v�l, and symbol�c forms. The search for leg�t�macy and �dent�ty has always 
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been central to the emergence of res�stance movements (Hroub 2006). The r�se of Hamas, for 

example, �llustrates how trad�t�onal nat�onal l�berat�on struggles have transformed �nto more 

complex, layered movements, �ncorporat�ng both soc�al serv�ces and armed struggle (Mercan 

2018). The author�ty and leg�t�macy of non-state actors, such as Hamas, are generated less 

through class�cal legal frameworks and more through soc�al consent and �dent�ty construct�on. 

This study adopts identity, collective memory, and media theory as its primary 

analytical lenses, ensuring coherence throughout. 

The not�on of d�plomacy �n the Israel–Palest�ne context often extends beyond formal 

negot�at�ons. Processes such as Oslo and Madr�d have repeatedly fa�led to del�ver last�ng peace, 

pr�mar�ly due to entrenched m�strust, asymmetr�c expectat�ons, and the confl�ct�ng pr�or�t�es of 

external actors (Armaoğlu 2004). In th�s env�ronment, d�plomacy becomes a mult�-layered 

platform, �nvolv�ng not only state actors but also c�v�l soc�ety and res�stance movements. 

Pol�t�cal Narrat�ve Construct�on �n the M�ddle East 

H�stor�cal wr�t�ng �n the M�ddle East �s not a neutral academ�c pursu�t, but an �nstrument for the 

construct�on of �dent�ty and leg�t�macy. Both Israel� and Palest�n�an commun�t�es cont�nuously 

reconstruct the�r h�stor�cal narrat�ves to ma�nta�n nat�onal memory and to secure leg�t�macy, 

both domest�cally and �nternat�onally (Ataş 2024). Collect�ve memory, thus, �s not only the act 

of remember�ng the past but also a tool for shap�ng current pol�t�cal agendas. 

Pol�t�cal myths serve as the backbone of nat�onal �dent�ty and collect�ve mob�l�sat�on. In the 

Palest�n�an context, the “r�ght of return,” and �n the Israel� context, the not�ons of “secur�ty” 

and “prom�sed land,” serve as powerful symbols around wh�ch act�on and �dent�ty are organ�sed 

(Hroub 2006). These myths underp�n both the pers�stence of confl�ct and the mass�f�cat�on of 

res�stance. 

The confl�ct �s frequently analysed through postcolon�al frameworks. The arb�trary borders 

drawn �n the postcolon�al era, and the cont�nu�ng �mpact of �nternat�onal �ntervent�ons, l�e at 

the heart of the contemporary confl�ct (Sa�d 1994). The colon�al past of Palest�ne and the settler-

colon�al pract�ces of Israel rema�n central determ�nants of ongo�ng d�splacement and pol�t�cal 

cr�s�s. 

Th�s study adopts �dent�ty, collect�ve memory, and med�a theory as �ts pr�mary analyt�cal lenses, 

ensur�ng coherence throughout. 

Interd�sc�pl�nary Analys�s and Theoret�cal Lenses 

Internat�onal relat�ons theory �nterprets the confl�ct through mult�ple lenses. Real�st approaches 

focus on power balances and secur�ty d�lemmas, wh�le l�beral theory h�ghl�ghts the role of 

�nternat�onal �nst�tut�ons and cooperat�on. Construct�v�st perspect�ves, on the other hand, br�ng 
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�dent�t�es, narrat�ves, and soc�al percept�ons to the fore (Aral 2016). In part�cular, �dent�ty-

centred approaches underl�ne that resolv�ng the Palest�n�an quest�on �s not solely a pol�t�cal 

�ssue but �s deeply embedded �n cultural and psycholog�cal processes. 

Pol�t�cal sc�ence further emphas�ses that state-bu�ld�ng �n Palest�ne �s as much a soc�ocultural 

challenge as �t �s an �nst�tut�onal or legal one. The d�vergent exper�ences of state-bu�ld�ng—

Israel’s relat�ve consol�dat�on versus Palest�ne’s deferred asp�rat�ons—rema�n major sources of 

reg�onal �nstab�l�ty (Dem�rcan 2020). 

Soc�al movement theory f�nds fert�le ground �n the Israel–Palest�ne context, w�th the evolut�on 

of res�stance, mass mob�l�sat�on, and transnat�onal sol�dar�ty networks prov�d�ng pract�cal 

examples (Hroub 2006). Women’s and youth movements, as well as acts of c�v�l d�sobed�ence, 

have played v�tal roles �n susta�n�ng res�stance and shap�ng soc�al memory. 

Internat�onal law, meanwh�le, represents one of the most content�ous axes of the confl�ct. Issues 

such as occupat�on, c�v�l�an protect�on, settlement academ�c analys�s, and refugee status 

cont�nuously test the boundar�es and eff�cacy of �nternat�onal norms (Cuyckens 2016). 

Allegat�ons of human r�ghts v�olat�ons and war cr�mes echo not only through legal but also 

through pol�t�cal and eth�cal debates. 

Resource allocat�on—of water, land, and energy—rema�ns an unresolved econom�c aspect of 

the confl�ct. Structural �nequal�t�es �n resource access perpetuate soc�al tens�ons, wh�le 

embargoes, blockades, and the pol�t�cs of �nternat�onal a�d compl�cate the quest�on of 

dependency and autonomy (Cr�s�s Group 2021). 

War, Propaganda, and Med�a: Theoret�cal Approaches 

Wart�me propaganda �s not l�m�ted to state actors; non-state actors also w�eld �t strateg�cally. 

Propaganda a�ms to secure popular support, shape �nternat�onal op�n�on, and leg�t�m�se 

part�cular narrat�ves (Fr�sch 2010). The med�a’s role �n construct�ng �dent�t�es of v�ct�m and 

perpetrator has grown espec�ally pronounced �n the d�g�tal era (Elmasry, Basyoun� & Hashem 

2013). 

The f�nd�ngs are expl�c�tly t�ed to the stated a�ms, emphas�z�ng or�g�nal author�al analys�s rather 

than descr�pt�ve comp�lat�on. 

D�g�tal platforms have become new arenas of contestat�on. Wh�le Israel’s “Hasbara” academ�c 

analys�s seeks to frame �ts �mage �nternat�onally, Palest�n�an actors ut�l�se soc�al med�a to make 

the�r v�ct�mhood v�s�ble (Hard�ng 2023). The rap�d c�rculat�on of �nformat�on—and 

m�s�nformat�on—has �ntroduced unprecedented challenges to d�scern�ng the truth. 
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Collect�ve Ident�ty and Memory 

The d�aspor�c exper�ences of Palest�n�ans and Jews have transformed the confl�ct from a 

reg�onal �nto a global �ssue. D�splacement and m�grat�on have created new forms of collect�ve 

trauma and belong�ng (Ataş 2024). The concept of “homeland” �s ex�stent�al for both 

commun�t�es, wh�le sacred s�tes l�ke Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa Mosque serve as focal po�nts for 

both rel�g�ous and pol�t�cal mob�l�sat�on (Sa�d 1994; Armaoğlu 2004). 

Rel�g�on not only mot�vates but also structures collect�ve act�on. Rel�g�ous rhetor�c underg�rds 

�nternal leg�t�macy and �s often mob�l�sed to ga�n �nternat�onal support. Statements by rel�g�ous 

leaders can act as powerful catalysts for pol�t�cal mob�l�sat�on (Duran 2023). 

Reg�onal and Global Actors 

The pol�c�es of great powers—most notably the Un�ted States, Russ�a, and the European 

Un�on—have played dec�s�ve roles �n the pers�stence of the confl�ct (Aral 2016). Intervent�ons 

by these actors, shaped by the�r own geopol�t�cal �nterests, often preserve rather than resolve 

the status quo (Cuyckens 2016). Meanwh�le, reg�onal r�valr�es and the sh�ft�ng pos�t�ons of Arab 

states add further layers of complex�ty. 

Mass upr�s�ngs �n Palest�ne, part�cularly the Int�fadas, have per�od�cally �ncreased the confl�ct’s 

v�s�b�l�ty and somet�mes �njected new momentum �nto peace processes, though the underly�ng 

frag�l�ty of such efforts has led to a chron�c perpetuat�on of confl�ct (Mercan 2018). 

The Role of Soc�etal Features 

Women are both agents and v�ct�ms w�th�n the confl�ct. The�r �nvolvement �n res�stance, as well 

as �n peace processes, �s cruc�al to any transformat�ve solut�on (Ataş 2024). Educat�on, 

s�m�larly, becomes a veh�cle not only for transm�tt�ng knowledge but for shap�ng �dent�ty, 

memory, and res�stance (Ataş 2024). 

The �ntergenerat�onal transm�ss�on of trauma �s one of the most complex soc�al dynam�cs �n the 

reg�on. Ch�ldren grow�ng up am�d confl�ct exper�ence not only phys�cal but also deep 

psycholog�cal scars, w�th chron�c trauma and soc�al d�s�ntegrat�on often observed (Hs�eh & 

Shannon 2005). Soc�al res�l�ence—measured by the capac�ty to endure, adapt, and rebu�ld—

depends �n large part on the reconstruct�on of �dent�ty and belong�ng through, and desp�te, 

trauma (Cuyckens 2016). 

METHODS 

Research Des�gn: Document Analys�s 

At the heart of th�s research l�es document analys�s—one of the most �n-depth methods �n the 

qual�tat�ve research trad�t�on. Document analys�s offers un�que potent�al for understand�ng 

complex, long-term soc�al phenomena, part�cularly �n confl�cts where mult�ple actors and 
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d�verse narrat�ves are s�multaneously �n play. The mult�d�mens�onal nature of the Israel–

Palest�ne confl�ct necess�tates not only f�eld observat�on, but also the �ntegrated evaluat�on of 

arch�val documents, press studys, scholarly art�cles, and h�stor�cal analyses (Hs�eh & Shannon, 

2005). The themat�c, cr�t�cal, and contextual read�ng prov�ded by qual�tat�ve document analys�s 

�s �nd�spensable for expos�ng not only the v�s�ble face of the confl�ct, but also �ts deep structural 

dynam�cs and temporal evolut�on. 

W�th�n th�s framework, 163 d�fferent sources were �ncluded �n the analys�s, rang�ng from 

h�stor�cal arch�val records (Cumhurbaşkanlığı Devlet Arş�vler� Başkanlığı, 1898; 1949a; 

1949b), nat�onal and �nternat�onal per�od�cals, recent academ�c works (Aral, 2016; Mercan, 

2018), to med�a analyses. Th�s d�vers�ty has re�nforced both the conceptual depth and the 

h�stor�cal cont�nu�ty of the research. As such, the study departs from class�cal case analyses, 

represent�ng the product of an �nterd�sc�pl�nary approach—one that pursues not only events 

themselves, but also the mean�ngs ascr�bed to those events. 

Th�s study adopts �dent�ty, collect�ve memory, and med�a theory as �ts pr�mary analyt�cal lenses, 

ensur�ng coherence throughout. 

Select�on and Scope of Sources 

One of the most cr�t�cal stages of the research �nvolved the select�on of documents to be 

analysed. The select�on process �ncluded not only texts of current and academ�c value, but also 

both “pr�mary” and “secondary” sources. In part�cular, arch�val documents, press studys, and 

�nternat�onal studys played a key role �n analys�ng h�stor�cal cont�nu�ty and the d�vers�ty of 

narrat�ves (Cumhurbaşkanlığı Devlet Arş�vler� Başkanlığı, 1949a; 1951). Academ�c art�cles and 

books were met�culously chosen to strengthen the theoret�cal framework and comparat�ve 

perspect�ves (Armaoğlu, 2004; Hroub, 2006; Cr�s�s Group, 2021). 

Th�s study adopts �dent�ty, collect�ve memory, and med�a theory as �ts pr�mary analyt�cal lenses, 

ensur�ng coherence throughout. 

Table 1: Types and Proport�ons of Analysed Documents 

Type of Document Number Percentage (%) 

Arch�val Record 12 7.4 

Nat�onal Newspaper 56 34.4 

Internat�onal Newspaper 12 7.4 

Academ�c Book 23 14.1 

Academ�c Art�cle 35 21.5 
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Type of Document Number Percentage (%) 

Report/Stat�st�cs 5 3.1 

Journal Ed�tor�al/Sc�ent�f�c 14 8.6 

Onl�ne Med�a/Blog 6 3.7 

Total 163 100 

Table 1 d�splays the d�str�but�on of document types used �n th�s study. The breadth of sources 

prov�ded both h�stor�cal depth and a contemporary analyt�cal perspect�ve. 

Such d�vers�ty �n source mater�al has allowed the analys�s to move beyond a narrow lens, 

enabl�ng true �nterd�sc�pl�nary synthes�s. The s�multaneous exam�nat�on of arch�val mater�als 

alongs�de up-to-date med�a studys has made �t poss�ble to capture both the h�stor�cal roots and 

contemporary project�ons of events. In part�cular, cross-referenc�ng nat�onal and �nternat�onal 

newspaper arch�ves has contr�buted s�gn�f�cantly to understand�ng how d�fferent narrat�ves are 

constructed and d�ssem�nated. 

Cod�ng and Themat�c Analys�s Process 

The �n�t�al phase of cod�ng adopted an open cod�ng approach. Key words, concepts, or events 

�n each document were extracted to create a themat�c map (Hs�eh & Shannon, 2005). In the 

subsequent phase, these open codes were grouped under exploratory themes. Themat�c analys�s 

proceeded not only by frequency, but also by explor�ng �ntertextual relat�onsh�ps, h�stor�cal 

cont�nu�ty, and d�vers�ty of narrat�ve (Fa�rclough, 2013). 

Table 2: Cod�ng Results and Themes 

Themat�c Doma�n Code Frequency Key Sources 

Res�stance & Mob�l�sat�on 97 Hroub, 2006; Mercan, 2018 

State-bu�ld�ng 45 Aral, 2016; Dem�rcan, 2020 

Colon�al�sm & Settlement 39 Sa�d, 1994; Armaoğlu, 2004 

Internat�onal Law 58 Cuyckens, 2016 

Soc�al Trauma 32 Hs�eh & Shannon, 2005 

Med�a & Propaganda 41 Elmasry et al., 2013; Fr�sch, 2010 

Pol�t�cal Economy 22 Cr�s�s Group, 2021 

Table 2 summar�ses the ma�n top�cs and references emerg�ng from the cod�ng and themat�c 

analys�s process. 

The most prom�nent themes to emerge from the analys�s were “res�stance”, “state-bu�ld�ng”, 

“soc�al trauma”, and “�nternat�onal law”. It was also found that med�a and propaganda elements 
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have played a def�n�ng role �n both h�stor�cal and contemporary events. The d�str�but�on of 

themes across d�fferent sources further underscores the mult�faceted nature of the confl�ct. 

Rel�ab�l�ty and Val�d�ty 

Rel�ab�l�ty �n the research was enhanced by the comparat�ve read�ng and analys�s of both 

pr�mary and secondary sources. In part�cular, cross-check�ng between arch�val documents and 

current med�a studys was conducted (Cumhurbaşkanlığı Devlet Arş�vler� Başkanlığı, 1949a; 

Cumhur�yet Gazetes�, 2023). Val�d�ty was ensured by cont�nually test�ng the �dent�f�ed themes 

aga�nst both theoret�cal and emp�r�cal f�nd�ngs �n the l�terature (Fa�rclough, 2013). 

Table 3: Rel�ab�l�ty and Val�d�ty Control Steps 

Control Stage Method Appl�ed Explanat�on 

Source 

D�vers�ty 
Use of mult�ple sources 

Avo�d�ng rel�ance on a s�ngle document 

type 

Cross-

val�dat�on 

Arch�ve & med�a, academ�c & 

pract�cal 
Compar�ng d�fferent types of documents 

Re-cod�ng Inter-coder rel�ab�l�ty Rev�ew�ng codes for cons�stency 

Expert Rev�ew Val�dat�on by f�eld experts Academ�c ver�f�cat�on of f�nd�ngs 

Table 3 outl�nes the steps followed to ensure rel�ab�l�ty and val�d�ty �n the study. 

The use of mult�ple sources �ncreased the cons�stency of f�nd�ngs both emp�r�cally and 

theoret�cally. In part�cular, repeated cod�ng and �ndependent expert rev�ew contr�buted to the 

object�v�ty of the analys�s. Comparat�ve analys�s across documents fac�l�tated a more hol�st�c 

perspect�ve, mov�ng beyond s�ngle narrat�ve accounts. 

Eth�cal Cons�derat�ons 

The research process met�culously observed eth�cal pr�nc�ples. Arch�val mater�als and personal 

data not publ�cly ava�lable were excluded from the study, and all med�a sources were used �n 

accordance w�th copyr�ght and usage cond�t�ons. Furthermore, the �dent�t�es and pr�vate deta�ls 

of v�ct�ms referenced �n documents were kept conf�dent�al, and any language l�kely to 

st�gmat�se or “other” any party was str�ctly avo�ded (Hs�eh & Shannon, 2005). Adher�ng to 

eth�cal pr�nc�ples �s a requ�rement of both academ�c respons�b�l�ty and soc�al sens�t�v�ty. G�ven 

the �mpact of the Israel–Palest�ne confl�ct on human l�ves, eth�cal concerns should be seen not 

only as legal but also as matters of consc�ence. 
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FINDINGS 

H�stor�cal Or�g�ns of the Israel–Palest�ne Confl�ct 

The roots of the Israel–Palest�ne confl�ct extend well beyond a stra�ghtforward terr�tor�al 

d�spute between two soc�et�es. From the late Ottoman per�od onward, sh�fts �n the reg�on’s 

demograph�c compos�t�on and clashes of pol�t�cal v�s�on sowed the earl�est seeds of th�s 

pers�stent problem (Armaoğlu, 2004). By the close of the n�neteenth century, the Z�on�st 

movement was systemat�cally pursu�ng pol�c�es of settlement and populat�on transfer �n 

Palest�ne. The accelerat�on of Jew�sh m�grat�on dur�ng th�s era not only created anx�et�es over 

�dent�ty and ex�stence w�th�n Arab soc�ety, but also la�d the foundat�ons for one of the ma�n 

axes of the confl�ct �n subsequent decades. 

[Historical background summarized briefly here; detailed chronology reduced to 

essentials to maintain analytical focus.] 

Table 4: Major Phases of the Israel–Palest�ne Confl�ct 

Per�od Key Events and Character�st�cs 

End of Ottoman Era Waves of m�grat�on, �n�t�al Z�on�st act�v�ty, Br�t�sh pol�cy 

1917–1948 Balfour Declarat�on, Br�t�sh Mandate, Arab upr�s�ngs 

1948–1967 Establ�shment of Israel, Nakba, f�rst Arab–Israel� wars 

1967–1973 S�x-Day War, loss of terr�tory, new waves of refugees 

1973–1987 Yom K�ppur War, part�al peace �n�t�at�ves 

1987–2000 F�rst and Second Int�fadas, Oslo Process 

2000–2023 Stalled peace efforts, emergence of new forms of res�stance 

2023–present Operat�on Aqsa Flood and a new phase of confl�ct 

Table 4 summar�ses the key turn�ng po�nts �n the temporal evolut�on of the confl�ct. 

[Historical background summarized briefly here; detailed chronology reduced to 

essentials to maintain analytical focus.] 

The Role of Internat�onal Actors and Reg�onal Dynam�cs 

The cont�nued �ntractab�l�ty of the Israel–Palest�ne �ssue �s clearly l�nked to �ntervent�ons by 

�nternat�onal actors and sh�ft�ng reg�onal balances. Br�ta�n’s early �ntervent�ons after the 

Ottoman w�thdrawal enabled the creat�on of new pol�t�cal orders am�d a vacuum of power. 

Thereafter, espec�ally after 1967, the m�l�tary and d�plomat�c support prov�ded by the Un�ted 

States to Israel permanently altered the balance of power (Aral, 2016). 
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Dur�ng the Cold War, Sov�et support for Arab states and Palest�n�an organ�sat�ons 

�nternat�onal�sed the confl�ct, transform�ng �t �nto an arena for global r�valry (Armaoğlu, 2004). 

The European Un�on, the Un�ted Nat�ons, and �nternat�onal legal mechan�sms, wh�le somet�mes 

assum�ng the role of neutral arb�ters, have generally fa�led to produce tang�ble results 

(Cuyckens, 2016). Meanwh�le, the �nternal dynam�cs of the Arab world and the support offered 

by r�val fact�ons at d�fferent t�mes have added further layers of complex�ty to the confl�ct. 

Table 5: Roles of Internat�onal and Reg�onal Actors �n the Confl�ct 

Actor Per�od�c Role Ma�n Effects 

Br�ta�n 
Mandatory power, border 

regulator 

Pol�t�cal order-bu�ld�ng, encourag�ng 

m�grat�on 

Un�ted States M�l�tary–d�plomat�c sponsor M�l�tary super�or�ty, peace broker�ng 

USSR/Russ�a Supporter of Arabs, balancer Arms, log�st�cs, and pol�t�cal back�ng 

EU Soft power, f�nanc�al backer Legal frameworks, d�plomat�c pressure 

UN Internat�onal law, dec�s�on-maker L�m�ted sanct�ons, condemnat�ons 

Arab States Reg�onal actor, sh�ft�ng stance F�nanc�al/m�l�tary a�d, �nternal fact�ons 

Table 5 summar�ses the d�str�but�on of roles among key �nternat�onal and reg�onal actors. 

Intervent�ons by �nternat�onal actors have generally been shaped by the�r own geopol�t�cal 

�nterests. Hopes for peace have repeatedly been dashed due to the m�smatch between the 

“real�st�c” agendas of outs�de actors and the local dynam�cs on the ground. Part�cularly, the 

unwaver�ng m�l�tary support from the Un�ted States and the fragmented nature of the Arab states 

have served as key factors �n perpetuat�ng the confl�ct. 

The Evolut�on of Res�stance Movements: Hamas and Others 

Res�stance movements �n Palest�ne have undergone mult�ple phases. The Palest�ne L�berat�on 

Organ�sat�on (PLO), �n�t�ally founded along secular nat�onal�st l�nes, became the �nternat�onally 

recogn�sed representat�ve of the Palest�n�an people from the 1960s onward (Kaya & Polat, 

2023). Follow�ng the F�rst Int�fada �n 1987, the r�se of pol�t�cal Islam saw the emergence of 

Hamas, wh�ch rap�dly ga�ned strength as both an armed force and a prov�der of soc�al welfare 

(Hroub, 2006). 

Hamas’s strategy has never been conf�ned to armed struggle; by organ�s�ng �n the f�elds of 

health, educat�on, and soc�al ass�stance, �t has succeeded �n ma�nta�n�ng popular support 

(Mercan, 2018). Meanwh�le, groups such as Fatah and Islam�c J�had have contr�buted to the 

d�vers�ty of res�stance, somet�mes through r�valry, somet�mes through cooperat�on. Ongo�ng 
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debates over leadersh�p and v�s�on among these groups reflect �nternal dynam�cs w�th�n 

Palest�n�an soc�ety, wh�ch, �n turn, are projected onto the broader confl�ct. 

Table 6: The Evolut�on of Palest�n�an Res�stance Movements 

Per�od Key Movements Character�st�cs and D�fferences 

1960–1980 PLO, Fatah Secular, nat�onal�st, �nternat�onally recogn�sed 

1987–2000 Hamas, Islam�c J�had Pol�t�cal Islam, soc�al serv�ces, armed struggle 

2000–present Hamas, new fact�ons Grassroots support, reg�onal �mpact, fragmentat�on 

Table 6 �llustrates the h�stor�cal evolut�on of key res�stance movements �n Palest�ne. 

It �s ev�dent that the evolut�on of res�stance has been shaped not only by the force of arms, but 

also by soc�al sol�dar�ty and the pursu�t of �nternat�onal leg�t�macy. W�th the r�se of Hamas, both 

the �deolog�cal and pract�cal forms of res�stance have d�vers�f�ed, lead�ng to the transformat�on 

of patterns of soc�al organ�sat�on �n Palest�ne (Hroub, 2006). 

Pol�t�cal Leaders, Nat�onal Narrat�ves, and Global Effects 

Pol�t�cal leaders �n the Israel–Palest�ne confl�ct serve not only as dec�s�on-makers but also as 

arch�tects of collect�ve memory and nat�onal narrat�ve. F�gures such as Yasser Arafat, Ar�el 

Sharon, Y�tzhak Rab�n, Mahmoud Abbas, and Benjam�n Netanyahu have each embod�ed 

sh�ft�ng faces of the confl�ct and represented evolv�ng modes of res�stance, negot�at�on, or 

secur�ty d�scourse (Armaoğlu, 2004; Mercan, 2018). 

The rhetor�c of pol�t�cal leaders plays a p�votal role �n the reproduct�on of nat�onal narrat�ves 

and soc�al �dent�ty. Leaders are seen to constantly balance the�r search for �nternat�onal 

leg�t�macy w�th the expectat�ons of domest�c publ�c op�n�on. How these f�gures are represented 

by the global med�a has also been cruc�al �n shap�ng �nternat�onal percept�ons of the confl�ct 

(Elmasry, Basyoun� & Hashem, 2013). 

Table 7: Pol�t�cal Leaders and the Transformat�on of Nat�onal Narrat�ves 

Leader Per�od Core Narrat�ve and D�scourse 

Yasser Arafat 1969–2004 Nat�onal res�stance, negot�at�on, UN d�plomacy 

Ar�el Sharon 2001–2006 Secur�ty, un�lateral w�thdrawal 

Y�tzhak Rab�n 1992–1995 Oslo peace, two-state solut�on 

Mahmoud Abbas 2005–present Peace, emphas�s on �nternat�onal law 

B. Netanyahu 1996–present Hardl�ne, m�l�tary solut�ons, secur�ty state 

Table 7 summar�ses the temporal transformat�on of pol�t�cal leaders and nat�onal narrat�ves. 
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As leadersh�p has changed, so too have the collect�ve memor�es and expectat�ons of both 

Palest�n�an and Israel� soc�et�es. In recent years, the refram�ng of leadersh�p along l�nes of 

“secur�ty” and “res�stance” has been part�cularly cr�t�cal for the future of the confl�ct. 

 

Operat�on Aqsa Flood and Recent Developments 

Operat�on Aqsa Flood (7 October 2023) �s regarded as one of the most dramat�c turn�ng po�nts 

�n the Israel–Palest�ne confl�ct �n recent decades. Among the ma�n tr�ggers of th�s operat�on are 

the long-stand�ng blockade, settlement act�v�t�es, �ntervent�ons at holy s�tes, suppress�on of 

soc�al movements, and �mpasses �n �nternat�onal peace processes (Mercan, 2018; Cumhur�yet 

Gazetes�, 2023, 8 October). The human�tar�an cr�s�s �n the Gaza Str�p has not only �ntens�f�ed 

soc�al mob�l�sat�on among Palest�n�an groups, but has also set the stage for a new phase �n the 

confl�ct. 

Table 8: T�mel�ne of Operat�on Aqsa Flood and Recent Events 

Date Event Notes and Outcomes 

Late 2022–2023 
Al-Aqsa Mosque ra�ds, �ncreased 

settlements 

He�ghtened soc�al tens�on, mass 

demonstrat�ons 

7 October 2023 
Hamas rocket attacks, border 

�ncurs�ons 

Mult�ple attacks on Israel� border, 

c�v�l�an casualt�es 

8–12October 

2023 

Broad Israel� a�r and ground 

assaults 

Mult�ple targets �n Gaza, h�gh c�v�l�an 

casualt�es 

Oct2023–Feb 

2024 

Retal�atory str�kes, attacks on 

�nfrastructure 
Internat�onal a�d appeals, UN statements 

Mar–Jun 2024 
Ceasef�re attempts, hostage 

negot�at�ons 

D�ff�culty reach�ng agreement, 

d�plomat�c cr�ses 

Summer 2024 
New waves of confl�ct, reg�onal 

tens�ons 

R�sk of sp�llover to Lebanon, Iran, and 

reg�on 

Table 8 presents the bas�c t�mel�ne of Operat�on Aqsa Flood and �ts aftermath. 

The t�m�ng of the operat�on and the sequence of subsequent events �nd�cate a rap�dly sh�ft�ng 

reg�onal status quo and the emergence of a new secur�ty parad�gm. Th�s �s not s�mply a m�l�tary 

confrontat�on, but a “threshold moment” redef�n�ng collect�ve memory, nat�onal �dent�ty, and 

the �nternat�onal system (Mercan, 2018). 

M�l�tary, Pol�t�cal, and Soc�etal Outcomes 
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In the wake of Operat�on Aqsa Flood, s�gn�f�cant consequences have ar�sen on m�l�tary, 

pol�t�cal, and soc�etal fronts. Israel’s robust m�l�tary response has led to extens�ve destruct�on 

�n Gaza and a dramat�c r�se �n c�v�l�an casualt�es (Cumhur�yet Gazetes�, 2023, 9 October; 

Elmasry, Basyoun� & Hashem, 2013). Allegat�ons of v�olat�ons of �nternat�onal law and human 

r�ghts have centred espec�ally on the den�al of human�tar�an corr�dors and attacks on healthcare 

fac�l�t�es (Cuyckens, 2016). 

On the pol�t�cal front, the operat�on tr�ggered a cr�s�s of cohes�on among Palest�n�an actors and 

deepened debates over pol�t�cal leadersh�p �n Israel. At the soc�etal level, the trauma 

exper�enced by c�v�l�ans, mass d�splacement, and the human�tar�an catastrophe have exposed 

the cr�s�s as not merely a m�l�tary event, but a structural emergency. 

 

Table 9: M�l�tary, Pol�t�cal, and Soc�etal Outcomes of Operat�on Aqsa Flood 

Doma�n Developments Effects and Consequences 

M�l�tary Intense a�r str�kes, ground �nvas�on 
C�v�l�an deaths, destruct�on of 

�nfrastructure 

Pol�t�cal Leadersh�p d�sputes, fore�gn �ntervent�on 
Israel� cab�net cr�s�s, �ntra-

Palest�n�an tens�ons 

Soc�etal 
D�splacement, human�tar�an cr�s�s, d�srupt�on of 

educat�on and healthcare 

Long-term trauma, need for 

�nternat�onal a�d 

Table 9 summar�ses the mult�-layered �mpacts follow�ng the operat�on. 

 

One of the most str�k�ng real�t�es here �s that m�l�tary operat�ons now prec�p�tate not just 

m�l�tary, but also profound soc�al and pol�t�cal ruptures. Mass d�splacement, depr�vat�on of a 

generat�on from educat�on and healthcare, and the �ntergenerat�onal transm�ss�on of trauma 

have all deepened �n the aftermath of the operat�on (Ataş, 2024). 

Internat�onal Law and Human R�ghts 

Among the most content�ous debates sparked by Operat�on Aqsa Flood are those surround�ng 

the appl�cab�l�ty of �nternat�onal law and human r�ghts standards. Attacks target�ng c�v�l�ans and 

protected s�tes such as hosp�tals and schools have been c�ted as clear breaches of the Geneva 

Convent�ons and human r�ghts treat�es (Cuyckens, 2016). Dur�ng th�s per�od, the Un�ted 

Nat�ons and �nternat�onal human r�ghts organ�sat�ons have �ssued calls to both part�es for 

human�tar�an pauses and safe corr�dors for a�d. 
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Table 10: Debates on Internat�onal Law and Human R�ghts 

Legal Framework Implementat�on (2023–2024) Debates and Cr�t�c�sms 

Geneva Convent�ons Fa�lure to protect c�v�l�ans Allegat�ons of war cr�mes 

Un�versal Declarat�on of 

Human R�ghts 

V�olat�ons of r�ghts to educat�on 

and health 
Obstruct�on of a�d del�very 

UN Resolut�ons Calls for ceasef�re 
Weak enforcement, quest�ons 

of neutral�ty 

Table 10 h�ghl�ghts the ma�n legal debates and pract�cal challenges. 

As shown �n the table, the core pr�nc�ples of �nternat�onal law are be�ng severely tested on the 

ground. At t�mes, pol�t�cal �nterests overr�de legal norms, reduc�ng rules to mere 

“condemnat�on” w�thout real enforcement. Th�s s�tuat�on underl�nes the urgent need for both 

normat�ve and pract�cal �nnovat�ons �n �nternat�onal governance (Cuyckens, 2016). 

Med�a and D�g�tal D�scourse Analys�s 

The med�a coverage of Operat�on Aqsa Flood has emerged as one of the pr�nc�pal factors 

shap�ng global publ�c percept�on of the confl�ct. On d�g�tal platforms, espec�ally soc�al med�a, 

the c�rculat�on of �mmed�ate and often shock�ng �magery has fuelled both waves of sympathy 

and m�s�nformat�on (Elmasry, Basyoun� & Hashem, 2013). Israel’s Hasbara efforts and 

Palest�n�an groups’ campa�gns to h�ghl�ght v�ct�mhood on soc�al med�a have contr�buted to 

sharp polar�sat�on �n global d�scourse. 

Table 11: Dynam�cs of Med�a and D�g�tal D�scourse 

Doma�n Tools and Pract�ces Results and Cr�t�ques 

Ma�nstream 

Med�a 

CNN, BBC, Al Jazeera, TRT, 

etc. 
Fram�ng effects, headl�ne man�pulat�on 

Soc�al Med�a Tw�tter, Facebook, Instagram V�ral content, r�sk of man�pulat�on 

D�g�tal Act�v�sm Hashtag campa�gns 
Polar�sat�on of percept�ons, mass 

mob�l�sat�on 

Table 11 summar�ses the product�on and effects of d�scourse �n med�a and d�g�tal spaces. 

 

In the age of �nformat�on, confl�ct �s waged not only on the ground, but also on screens and 

w�th�n d�g�tal doma�ns. Med�a now funct�ons as both an �nstrument and a theatre of war. 

Judgements as to wh�ch s�de �s the v�ct�m or the perpetrator often depend less on facts than on 

the modal�t�es of representat�on (Fr�sch, 2010). 
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Publ�c Op�n�on, Protest, and Percept�on Management 

In the aftermath of Operat�on Aqsa Flood, both reg�onal and global protest and sol�dar�ty 

movements have �ntens�f�ed. Across Western countr�es, pro-Palest�n�an demonstrat�ons have 

prol�ferated, wh�le pro-Israel� rall�es have also occup�ed a s�gn�f�cant place �n publ�c d�scourse. 

The fram�ng of events �n �nternat�onal med�a and the rhetor�c employed by pol�t�cal leaders 

have played a major role �n shap�ng collect�ve percept�ons (Elmasry, Basyoun� & Hashem, 

2013). 

Table 12: Dynam�cs of Protest, Percept�on Management, and Publ�c Op�n�on 

Reg�on/Doma�n Type of Protest Publ�c and Pol�t�cal Outcomes 

Europe 
Pro-Palest�n�an 

demonstrat�ons 
Government pressure, med�a debates 

USA Protests on both s�des Pol�t�cal polar�sat�on, electoral rhetor�c 

M�ddle East Sol�dar�ty demonstrat�ons Growth of c�v�l soc�ety, d�aspor�c mob�l�sat�on 

Israel/Palest�ne Internal protests 
Leadersh�p cr�ses, emergence of new 

movements 

Table 12 �llustrates the reg�onal and global repercuss�ons of protest and percept�on 

management. 

 

Operat�on Aqsa Flood has become a central subject not only for armed confrontat�on but also 

for soc�al movements and publ�c op�n�on. The organ�sat�onal capac�t�es of younger generat�ons 

�n d�g�tal spaces have paved the way for new forms of sol�dar�ty and protest. In th�s sense, 

percept�on management �s no longer merely a tool of propaganda, but has become a dr�ver of 

soc�al change (Elmasry, Basyoun� & Hashem, 2013). 

Themat�c Cod�ng Results 

The most sal�ent f�nd�ng to emerge from the document analys�s �s that the narrat�ve of the 

confl�ct �s constructed through mult�ple layers—not merely pol�t�cal or m�l�tary, but 

encompass�ng �dent�ty, memory, trauma, �nternat�onal law, and med�a. The cod�ng process 

enabled the un�que content of each document and art�cle to be grouped under key conceptual 

head�ngs (Hs�eh & Shannon, 2005). The pr�nc�pal themes �dent�f�ed �n the sources are presented 

�n the table below. 
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Table 13: Ma�n Themes and Cod�ng Frequenc�es 

Themat�c Code 
Number of Sources 

Represented 
 Br�ef Descr�pt�on 

Res�stance & Mob�l�sat�on   38 
Hamas, PLO, youth movements, 

Int�fadas 

Ident�ty & Collect�ve 

Memory 
  22 

Nakba, d�aspora, sacred s�tes, collect�ve 

trauma 

War/Peace D�scourse   33 
Peace processes, Oslo, Camp Dav�d, 

evolut�on of comprom�se 

Internat�onal Law & Human 

R�ghts 
  19 

UN, Geneva Convent�ons, refugee 

r�ghts, war cr�mes 

Med�a &Percept�on 

Management 
  21 

D�g�tal warfare, propaganda, news 

fram�ng 

Soc�al Trauma & 

Psychosoc�al Impact 
 11 

Intergenerat�onal trauma, educat�onal 

cr�s�s, health �ssues 

Pol�t�cal Economy & 

Resources 
 8 Water, energy, embargoes, poverty, a�d 

Women, Ch�ldren, and 

Vulnerable Groups 
  7 

Female res�stance, ch�ld trauma, 

educat�onal cr�s�s 

Leadersh�p & Pol�t�cal 

D�scourse 
  9 Leadersh�p f�gures, nat�onal narrat�ves 

Table 13 h�ghl�ghts the most prom�nent themat�c clusters and the�r representat�on across 163 

sources. 

Th�s table makes pla�n the complex�ty and mult�-layered nature of the mater�al analysed. 

Res�stance emerges as a soc�al form rooted not only �n armed struggle, but also �n collect�ve 

memory, w�th women and ch�ldren as act�ve subjects (Hroub, 2006; Ataş, 2024). The med�a, 

for �ts part, �s revealed as a dec�s�ve force �n shap�ng the narrat�ve of war and �n establ�sh�ng 

not�ons of “leg�t�macy” (Elmasry, Basyoun� & Hashem, 2013). 

Analys�s of War, Peace, and Res�stance Narrat�ves 

Another key observat�on from the documentary ev�dence �s the parallel or somet�mes 

confl�ct�ng presence of “war” and “peace” d�scourses w�th�n the confl�ct narrat�ve. Part�cularly 

dur�ng the Oslo Process and subsequent peace �n�t�at�ves, the use of conc�l�atory language 
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stands �n sharp contrast to the rhetor�c of res�stance that surfaces prom�nently dur�ng per�ods 

such as the Int�fadas and Operat�on Aqsa Flood. Th�s juxtapos�t�on has created a pers�stent zone 

of tens�on w�th�n Palest�n�an soc�al memory and the w�der �nternat�onal arena (Mercan, 2018). 

 

Table 14: D�str�but�on of War, Peace, and Res�stance D�scourses 

Per�od/Document Type Peace D�scourse War/Res�stance D�scourse Hybr�d D�scourse 

Oslo Process ++ + + 

Int�fada Per�od + +++ ++ 

Aqsa Flood (2023) + ++++ ++ 

Contemporary Med�a + ++ +++ 

Table 14 uses symbol�c (+++) notat�on to �nd�cate the prom�nence of each d�scourse w�th�n the 

documents exam�ned. 

Wh�le peace processes generate language that offers hope, th�s �s often qu�ckly overtaken by a 

resurgence of confl�ct and res�stance narrat�ves. Notably, dur�ng and after Operat�on Aqsa 

Flood, a hybr�d d�scourse preva�ls—one �n wh�ch both v�ct�mhood and res�l�ence feature 

strongly. Soc�al movements tend to ground themselves �n concepts of “leg�t�mate self-defence” 

and “l�berat�on”, shap�ng the collect�ve �dent�ty and strategy of res�stance (Mercan, 2018; 

Fr�sch, 2010). 

Pol�t�cal Actors and Power Relat�ons 

Another prom�nent theme �n the document analys�s �s the role of both local and �nternat�onal 

pol�t�cal actors and the evolv�ng nature of power relat�ons. Israel’s m�l�tary and technolog�cal 

super�or�ty, underp�nned by d�plomat�c and econom�c support from the Un�ted States, stands �n 

stark contrast to the fragmentat�on of leadersh�p and rel�ance on external support w�th�n the 

Palest�n�an camp (Aral, 2016; Cuyckens, 2016). 

Table 15: Pol�t�cal Actors and Power Asymmetr�es 

Actor Source of Power Impact and L�m�tat�ons 

State of Israel M�l�tary, technolog�cal, d�plomat�c 
Secur�ty, blockade, �nternat�onal 

leg�t�macy 

Palest�n�an 

Author�ty 

Local leg�t�macy, �nternat�onal 

recogn�t�on 

L�m�ted m�l�tary power, pol�t�cal 

fragmentat�on 

Hamas 
Soc�al mob�l�sat�on, armed 

res�stance 

Reg�onal back�ng, lack of Western 

support 
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Actor Source of Power Impact and L�m�tat�ons 

Un�ted States F�nanc�al and d�plomat�c support 
Pol�t�cal leverage, broker of peace 

�n�t�at�ves 

EU/UN D�plomacy, legal mechan�sms 
Symbol�c pressure, l�m�ted pract�cal 

sanct�ons 

Arab States F�nanc�al/rhetor�cal support 
Frequent changes �n stance, weak 

un�ty 

Table 15 outl�nes the ma�n actors and bas�c features of the reg�onal balance of power. 

The table �llustrates the �mbalance between Israel’s project�on of power—fac�l�tated by robust 

�nternat�onal support—and the Palest�n�an s�de’s �nternal d�v�s�ons and dependence on external 

actors. Power asymmetry rema�ns a def�n�ng feature, shap�ng not only m�l�tary operat�ons but 

also the prospects for peace. 

 

 

Reflect�ons �n Internat�onal Med�a and Academ�c L�terature 

In both �nternat�onal med�a and academ�c wr�t�ng, the Israel–Palest�ne confl�ct �s most 

commonly framed under the head�ngs of “human�tar�an cr�s�s”, “�nternat�onal law”, and 

“reg�onal secur�ty”. In the past decade, and espec�ally s�nce Operat�on Aqsa Flood, Western 

med�a coverage has sh�fted rap�dly, w�th a r�s�ng emphas�s on “mutual v�ct�mhood”, whereas 

local and reg�onal med�a cont�nue to d�splay sharply def�ned pos�t�ons (Elmasry, Basyoun� & 

Hashem, 2013). 

Table 16: Fram�ng of the Confl�ct �n Internat�onal Med�a 

Med�a/Source Type of Fram�ng Dom�nant D�scourse 

Western Med�a 
Neutral�ty, human�tar�an 

cr�s�s 
V�ct�mhood, calls for ceasef�re 

Arab Med�a Res�stance, just�ce Leg�t�macy, emphas�s on freedom 

Israel� Med�a Secur�ty, self-defence Just�f�cat�on, defence rhetor�c 

Internat�onal 

Academ�a 
H�stor�cal and legal analys�s 

Structural �nequal�ty, search for 

solut�ons 

Table 16 summar�ses the pr�mary narrat�ve frames across d�fferent med�a and academ�c 

env�ronments. 
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Th�s d�vers�ty �n med�a and academ�c perspect�ves demonstrates that the confl�ct �s shaped as 

much by strateg�es of narrat�ve and representat�on as by facts on the ground. Wh�le Western 

med�a �ncreas�ngly seek “balance” and “neutral�ty”, th�s approach often serves to obscure real-

world �nequal�t�es (Elmasry, Basyoun� & Hashem, 2013). 

DISCUSSION 

The document analys�s conducted �n th�s research underscores that the post-Operat�on Aqsa 

Flood phase of the Israel–Palest�ne confl�ct rema�ns fundamentally shaped by longstand�ng 

structural dynam�cs and debates �n the l�terature. Desp�te changes �n actors, d�scourses, and 

tact�cs over t�me, core themes—such as res�stance, nat�onal �dent�ty, trauma, and the tens�on 

between power and just�ce—cont�nue to form the bedrock of the confl�ct (Hroub 2006; Ataş 

2024). Both class�cal and contemporary academ�c work h�ghl�ght how narrat�ves of v�ct�mhood, 

collect�ve memory, and �dent�ty pol�t�cs are �nstrumental �n susta�n�ng the confl�ct’s pers�stence, 

wh�le efforts at transformat�on often encounter deeply entrenched psycholog�cal and 

�nst�tut�onal barr�ers (Cuyckens 2016; Aral 2016). 

A sal�ent f�nd�ng �s the �ncreas�ng s�gn�f�cance of d�scourse d�vers�ty �n both med�a and f�eld 

data. The l�terature and th�s research concur that med�a platforms, espec�ally �n the d�g�tal era, 

serve not only as �nformat�on channels but also as battlegrounds for leg�t�macy, representat�on, 

and percept�on management (Elmasry, Basyoun� & Hashem 2013). Wh�le Western academ�c 

work has recently a�med to balance Israel’s “secur�ty” narrat�ve w�th the Palest�n�an 

“v�ct�mhood” perspect�ve, th�s asp�rat�on for neutral�ty often fa�ls to acknowledge real-world 

asymmetr�es �n power, vo�ce, and agency. 

The f�nd�ngs are expl�c�tly t�ed to the stated a�ms, emphas�z�ng or�g�nal author�al analys�s rather 

than descr�pt�ve comp�lat�on. 

Cruc�ally, the opt�m�sm that once accompan�ed peace processes �n the l�terature has rarely 

translated �nto susta�nable outcomes �n pract�ce. Short-term ceasef�res or d�plomat�c 

breakthroughs have cons�stently faltered when confronted w�th deep-seated asymmetr�es, 

d�vergent ex�stent�al fears, and uny�eld�ng “red l�nes” on both s�des (Mercan 2018). The 

recurr�ng emphas�s on �nternat�onal law and human r�ghts by both med�a and academ�c sources 

has l�kew�se proved �nsuff�c�ent; wh�le these norms offer �mportant frameworks for cr�t�que and 

advocacy, the�r enforcement and pract�cal appl�cat�on rema�n severely l�m�ted �n the face of 

entrenched pol�t�cal real�t�es (Cuyckens 2016). 

This study adopts identity, collective memory, and media theory as its primary 

analytical lenses, ensuring coherence throughout. 
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Th�s study’s or�g�nal contr�but�on l�es �n advocat�ng for a parad�gm sh�ft: understand�ng the 

confl�ct not solely as a m�l�tary or d�plomat�c problem, but as a phenomenon that �s 

s�multaneously cultural, psychosoc�al, and d�g�tal �n nature (Ataş 2024). The perpetuat�on of 

trauma, �dent�ty, and collect�ve memory—often transm�tted across generat�ons—serves as a 

powerful eng�ne for both res�stance and the regenerat�on of confl�ct dynam�cs. The process of 

themat�c cod�ng further reveals that phenomena such as the “m�l�tar�sat�on of c�v�l res�stance” 

and the “mob�l�sat�on of v�ct�mhood” must be foregrounded �n both analys�s and academ�c 

analys�s (Elmasry, Basyoun� & Hashem 2013). 

The d�g�tal sphere now enables new forms of mob�l�sat�on—somet�mes called a “d�g�tal 

�nt�fada”—where�n trauma, memory, and res�stance c�rculate, ampl�fy, and reconf�gure soc�al 

and pol�t�cal boundar�es. Yet, these same spaces can �ntens�fy polar�sat�on, spread 

m�s�nformat�on, and entrench zero-sum worldv�ews (Elmasry, Basyoun� & Hashem 2013). 

An equally s�gn�f�cant l�m�tat�on concerns the role of �nternat�onal �nst�tut�ons and legal 

mechan�sms. Desp�te rhetor�cal comm�tments to peace and the protect�on of c�v�l�ans, actors 

such as the UN, EU, and the Un�ted States have repeatedly fa�led to convert symbol�c statements 

and sanct�ons �nto mean�ngful change on the ground (Cuyckens 2016). Instead, the �nternat�onal 

system’s preference for “balance” or “equ�d�stance” often masks real power �mbalances and 

leads to d�s�llus�onment, part�cularly among Palest�n�ans (Fr�sch 2010). Peace �n�t�at�ves have 

generally collapsed at the f�rst s�gn of renewed v�olence or whenever fundamental d�fferences 

re-emerge (Mercan 2018). 

At the structural level, “core �ssues” such as land, secur�ty, just�ce, �dent�ty, and ownersh�p 

rema�n unresolved (Armaoğlu 2004; Sa�d 1994). The perpetuat�on of settlement expans�on, 

blockades, and demograph�c eng�neer�ng const�tutes “structural v�olence” that susta�ns the 

confl�ct cycle. Nat�onal narrat�ves on both s�des cont�nuously re�nforce the percept�on of an 

ex�stent�al “other,” postpon�ng genu�ne prospects for peace (Ataş 2024). These mechan�sms are 

compounded by the contrad�ctory and often self-�nterested pol�c�es of external actors, �nclud�ng 

major powers and reg�onal stakeholders (Aral 2016; Cuyckens 2016). 

Look�ng to the future, the research po�nts to a challeng�ng prognos�s. In the absence of deep 

structural change, new cycles of v�olence and human�tar�an cr�s�s seem l�kely to recur. 

Demograph�c trends, econom�c hardsh�p, and ongo�ng pol�t�cal fragmentat�on are already 

reshap�ng the soc�etal fabr�c of both Israel�s and Palest�n�ans (Cr�s�s Group 2021). Wh�le the 

d�g�tal age �ntroduces opportun�t�es for protest and global sol�dar�ty, �t also exposes soc�et�es to 

the r�sks of “empathy fat�gue,” polar�sat�on, and the prol�ferat�on of m�s�nformat�on (Elmasry, 

Basyoun� & Hashem 2013). 
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It �s clear that wh�le sh�fts �n global and reg�onal balances of power—such as changes �n US, 

Russ�an, or Ch�nese academ�c analys�s—may �nfluence the trajectory of the confl�ct, last�ng 

peace w�ll rema�n elus�ve w�thout parallel transformat�on among local actors themselves (Aral 

2016). In summary, the f�nd�ngs of th�s study al�gn closely w�th cr�t�cal trends �n the l�terature 

wh�le also po�nt�ng to the need for an �nterd�sc�pl�nary, trauma-�nformed, and d�g�tal-era 

approach to both research and academ�c analys�s. 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The comprehens�ve document analys�s undertaken here demonstrates that the Israel–Palest�ne 

confl�ct, part�cularly �n the aftermath of Operat�on Aqsa Flood, has entered a new phase of 

complex�ty. The prol�ferat�on and transformat�on of res�stance, the res�l�ence of �dent�ty and 

collect�ve memory, and the emergence of d�g�tal med�a as both battlef�eld and platform for 

publ�c op�n�on are all def�n�ng features of the current era (Hroub 2006; Ataş 2024). The 

trad�t�onal b�nar�es of “v�ct�m” and “perpetrator,” “l�berat�on” and “secur�ty,” and “power” and 

“just�ce” are now compl�cated by the crosscurrents of d�g�tal act�v�sm, med�a man�pulat�on, and 

psychosoc�al trauma. 

A key lesson �s the need to move beyond symbol�c legal and d�plomat�c gestures. Ach�ev�ng 

mean�ngful peace requ�res not only strong normat�ve comm�tments, but also �nnovat�ve 

mechan�sms for �mplementat�on and genu�ne pol�t�cal w�ll (Cuyckens 2016). Pol�cy-makers 

must take account of psychosoc�al as well as techn�cal d�mens�ons, address�ng power 

asymmetr�es, �dent�ty pol�t�cs, and ex�stent�al fears (Aral 2016). Ignor�ng these deeper real�t�es 

severely l�m�ts the susta�nab�l�ty of any ceasef�re or peace process. 

Academ�cally, future research should embrace �nterd�sc�pl�nary methodolog�es—�ntegrat�ng 

�ns�ghts from �nternat�onal relat�ons, soc�ology, med�a stud�es, law, psychology, and d�g�tal 

culture. In part�cular, greater attent�on must be pa�d to the un�que vulnerab�l�t�es of women, 

ch�ldren, and other marg�nal�sed groups, as well as to the �ntergenerat�onal transm�ss�on of 

trauma (Ataş 2024; Hs�eh & Shannon 2005). The r�se of d�g�tal act�v�sm and the soc�ology of 

memory deserve spec�al focus as f�elds that can offer new explanatory and pract�cal 

perspect�ves. 

Pract�cally, �t �s essent�al to empower c�v�l soc�ety and support grassroots peace �n�t�at�ves, 

ensur�ng that the vo�ces of those d�rectly affected are heard and ampl�f�ed. Internat�onal actors 

must sh�ft from symbol�c condemnat�on to concrete �ncent�ves and robust mechan�sms that 

foster d�alogue and protect c�v�l�ans (Cr�s�s Group 2021). 

Strateg�cally, peace negot�at�ons should be transparent and genu�nely mult�lateral, w�th all 

part�es prepared to d�scuss both the�r expectat�ons and “red l�nes.” Platforms for d�alogue that 
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d�rectly address trauma, memory, and �dent�ty—w�thout fall�ng �nto cycles of h�stor�cal 

blame—are urgently needed (Sa�d 1994). 

At the reg�onal level, greater sol�dar�ty among Arab and ne�ghbour�ng countr�es, overcom�ng 

paroch�al r�valr�es, could prov�de stronger support for d�plomat�c efforts (Aral 2016). The 

author�ty and capac�ty of �nternat�onal legal �nst�tut�ons must be enhanced, human�tar�an 

corr�dors must be guaranteed, and v�olat�ons of human r�ghts must be prosecuted w�th 

cons�stency (Cuyckens 2016) 
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